May 2, 2019
This Sunday:
Sunday School at 9:30 - Acts 9:1-20
Worship at 10:45
Judith March Hardie, preaching
Holy Communion
Caritas offering

Greetings from Pastor Judith
I am listening to a book on Audible as I drive around
town-- Brene' Brown's Dare to Lead: Brave Work, Tough
Conversations, Whole Hearts. If you haven't heard of her,
she is a Houstonian researcher who became a famous
motivational speaker and writer through a TEDtalk almost
ten years ago now. You can still find her talk on
Vulnerability on YouTube, and she has authored several
valuable books as well.
This morning on my way into work, I heard something
that tied into a piece I wrote a few weeks ago about
belonging, about creating safe space in our church
fellowship for people to feel welcome, safe, loved, and truly a part of us. Brown says, "We are biologically,
cognitively, physically, and spiritually wired to love, be loved, and to belong. When those needs are not
met, we don't function as we're meant to be. We break. We fall apart. We numb. We ache ... The absence
of love and belonging will always lead to suffering."
She also differentiates true belonging from just fitting in: "Fitting in and belonging are two separate things.
Fitting in involves people changing themselves in order to be accepted. Belonging allows people to be
accepted as they are."
I grew up in the 60's, 70's and 80's, when "the great American Melting-Pot" was celebrated (and sung about
on children's television in the seventies). I learned that when joining a group, I needed to fit in. My church
and my family, however, taught me to shine as who I am. I found my self-worth in being the best me God
made me to be, and this has colored my ministry richly!
This Sunday we will be installing elders and commissioning ushers. We will celebrate the rich variety of the
gifts of the Spirit. Our Session is studying courageous leadership, and ways to cultivate safe space, love and
belonging, as together we discern the will of God and discover the wonderfully diverse gifts all of you bring
when you bring your best selves to the Table.
The church of today will feel different from the church of the past as we continue to be reformed in the
image of Christ, who asks only that we give our full selves, our very being to the work of transforming the
world into the Kingdom of Heaven. Come, labor with Christ together with us!
Central plans to begin a partnership with Midway ISD's afterschool program, Panther Kids. Mentors are needed to serve
once a week for 20-30 minutes (at a time convenient to the
mentor) between 3:00-5:30. We would like to start with 3
mentors for the last few weeks of school with a commitment
to continue with the same students in the Fall. Additional
mentors can join in the 2019-20 school year. Please contact
Angela at 254 339 3097 or at angelaceccatopierce@gmail.com
to schedule training or request more information.

Thanks for helping us encourage local Waco & Woodway
Elementary Students!!
Our Community Involvement Team at CPC is discerning and responding to God's call
to serve. We made an impact on the students recently with cards of
encouragement. We now plan to provide 200 additional cards of encouragement
for the students' upcoming testing.
You have the opportunity to be a part of this! Materials will be available in the
Pastor's outer office this Sunday - please make a card or two to encourage our kids!
May 2 - Compassion Ministries Graduation, 6 pm, Austin Avenue UMC, 1300 Austin
May 5 - Session meeting, 10 am

Installation of Elders & Commissioning of Ushers
May 7 - Session meeting, 6 pm
May 10 - Mission Crafters, 10:30 am
May 12 - Service of Confirmation
May 14 - Second Tuesday Supper Club - Buzzard Billy's, 100 South I35, 6 pm - please
RSVP to Don Wall at 292-3292.

Please update your contact information!
Please let us know if your address, phone number, or email address has changed
since the last directory printing. Please email changes to office@cpcwaco.org

Celebrating Birthdays
June Bryngelson - May 3
David Groman - May 13
Meg Bierwirth - May 17
Zoe Franks - May 20
Noah Bierwirth - May 28
Cedar Scott - May 29
Martha Ginsburg - May 31
(We are missing many birthdays in our database; please let us know yours!
We need the year to enter the date in the database, but will never print it!)

The Weekly News is published each Thursday and sent to members via email. It is also mailed to members
who do not have email or desire a printed copy. Printed copies are also available in the church narthex.
Church activities and pertinent event information is available on the church website: cpcwaco.org

